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Odessa College in Odessa, Texas holds the honor of being “the winningest
junior college in the United States.”  Over the past 58 years, while winning 45
national championship titles, student-athletes attending Odessa College have
achieved not only success in the athletic arena but in the classroom as well.

The goal of uniting academic and athletic accomplishment has been a focus
of OC since it opened its doors to 185 students in 1946. Today almost 5,000
students are enrolled in university-parallel and occupational/technical credit
courses.  The campus now spreads over 80 acres, encompassing more than 25
buildings including the $7 million Sports Center with more than 110,000 square
feet of floor space that houses athletics, physical education and community
recreation programs.

A few miles outside of Odessa, which is center to the oil-rich Permian Basin
of West Texas, lies the college’s Rodeo and Agriculture Graham Center, a 120-
acre equine facility and ranch that supports OC’s nationally-recognized rodeo
program.

OC’s tradition of winning continues under the leadership of John Wilfert,
director of intercollegiate athletics; Dr. Vance Gipson, president; and Dr. Bill
Thallemer, vice-president of student services.

“We are very fortunate to have an administration that cares about the
student-athletes and wants them to succeed both academically and athletically,”
said Wilfert.  “Our administration is a vital part of the athletic department’s
success.  Athletics is more than just winning and losing.  We believe in teaching
life-long learning skills that these students can take with them the rest of their
lives.”

Wilfert is supported in that philosophy by Gipson who noted, “Odessa
College has an outstanding athletic tradition of which we are very proud.  The
success that we have enjoyed in national competition, however, is surpassed by
our pride in the academic accomplishments of our student-athletes.  We’re
especially pleased to note that approximately 50 percent of OC’s student-
athletes earned a 3.0 GPA or better this last semester.  We believe that our
coaches and athletic staff have truly achieved the appropriate balance of
academics and athletics.”

To date, more than 1,000 student-athletes at OC have received National
Junior College All-American honors.  The athletic department also has had
numerous Academic All-Americans.

“The future of Odessa College athletics looks to continue into the next decade
with champions both on the playing field and in the classroom,” said Wilfert.
“Student-athletes who come through our program will always be winners.”

Jeriece Lee West Virginia University

Kanani Marshal University of Houston

Crystal Blu Washington State

Holley Murchison University of Pacific

DeAnda Rolaura UTEP

Kimberly Cole UTEP

Jackie Skinner University of Houston

Sharon Cain Texas Tech

Tricia Clay Texas Tech

Carmen Alvarez Stephen F. Austin

Sharon Blair Texas Tech

Rosalind Brown Texas A&M

Tamara Jackson Texas A&M

LaTonya Barnes West Texas A&M

Sabrina Brooks University of Nebraska

Doreatha Conwell University of Texas

Renay Daughtery University of Missouri

Nedra Ware University of Missouri

Lisa Watson UTEP

Donna Wilson University of Arkansas

Linda Banks Kent State

Angela Jackson Old Dominion

Patrice Purvey North Texas State University

Nelda Roy North Texas State University

Tongla Foster University of Houston

Sonya Howell UTEP

Janice Holliday UNLV

Cindy Hernandez Stephen F. Austin

Angela Meadough Arkansas State

Patricia Rivers Texas Southern

Twanda Wilson University of Georgia

Michel Reynolds Old Dominion

Stephanie James Sam Houston State

Mary Martin University of Louisville

Stacie Tave University of Arizona

Lorna Ware UTEP

Lakeita Richardson Sam Houston State

Laticia Morris Auburn

Tameka Caldwell University of Reno

Carolyn Burnham Cal State Fullerton

Laura Smith Cal State Fullerton

Equilla Peoples Memphis State

Women’s Basketball 
75+ Division I Signees

WWoommeenn’’ss  BBaasskkeettbbaallll
HHiigghhlliigghhttss  

• 2 National Championships 

• 1 National Runner-up 

• Over 75 D-I Signees 

• 2 top 10 National team GPA’s 

• 6 National tournament appearances 

• 79 Straight regular season wins 

• 3 year record of 102-5

• National coach of the year Ken Hefner 

• Perfect season (36-0) 

• Many Pro Players 

• 11 First team All-Americans 

• 2 Women’s basketball 
tournament MVP’s 


